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Message Text 


1 . IN A MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM JULY 6 GERMAN 
AMBASSADOR VON STADEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE DELAY IN 
THE SENDING OF THE US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM TO SOMALIA. 
DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THIS WAS AT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT S 
DIRECT REQUEST ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR DID NOT SO DESCRIBE IT. 

2. UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM EXPLAINED THE PROBLEMS CREATED 
BY CONTINUING INDICATIONS OF ACTIVE SOMALI SUPPORT FOR 
INSURGENTS IN THE OGADEN. THE US WANTED TO REDUCE CIRCUM- 
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STANCES WHICH WERE USED BY THE AFRICANS TO JUSTIFY THE 
CONTINUED PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS. IT WAS, THEREFORE, 
IMPORTANT THAT WE NOT PARTICIPATE IN ANY ACTIONS WHICH 
WOULD APPEAR TO SUPPORT SOMALIA WHILE IT WAS CONTINUING 
TO PROVOKE MILITARY REACTIONS IN THE OGADEN. 


3. THE AMBASSADOR WAS TOLD THAT ANOTHER FACTOR WAS THE 
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DESIRE OF THE US TO MAINTAIN SATISFACTORY RELATIONS WITH 
ETHIOPIA AND THAT UNDER THE ORIGINAL PLAN THE MILITARY 
SURVEY TEAM AND THE AMBASSADOR WOULD HAVE ARRIVED AT ABOUT 
THE SAME TIME. THE DEPARTMENT WAS PREPARED TO RECONSIDER 
THE POSTPONEMENT IF THERE WERE CLEAR INDICATIONS THAT THE 

SOMALI SUPPORT FOR THE ELEMENTS IN THE OGADEN HAD DE- 
CLINED. UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM SAID HE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 
BE DISCUSSING THIS GENERAL QUESTION WITH THE SAUDI 
ARABIAN GOVERNMENT DURING HIS VISIT THERE ON JULY 18. VANCE 
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AMBASSADOR VON ST ADEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE DELAY IN 
THE SENDING OF THE US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM TO SOMALIA. 
DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THIS WAS AT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT S 
DIRECT REQUEST ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR DID NOT SO DESCRIBE IT. 
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2. UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM EXPLAINED THE PROBLEMS CREATED 
BY CONTINUING INDICATIONS OF ACTIVE SOMALI SUPPORT FOR 
INSURGENTS IN THE OGADEN. THE US WANTED TO REDUCE CIRCUM- 
STANCES WHICH WERE USED BY THE AFRICANS TO JUSTIFY THE 
CONTINUED PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS. IT WAS, THEREFORE, 
IMPORTANT THAT WE NOT PARTICIPATE IN ANY ACTIONS WHICH 
WOULD APPEAR TO SUPPORT SOMALIA WHILE IT WAS CONTINUING 
TO PROVOKE MILITARY REACTIONS IN THE OGADEN. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR WAS TOLD THAT ANOTHER FACTOR WAS THE 
DESIRE OF THE US TO MAINTAIN SATISFACTORY RELATIONS WITH 
ETHIOPIA AND THAT UNDER THE ORIGINAL PLAN THE MILITARY 
SURVEY TEAM AND THE AMBASSADOR WOULD HAVE ARRIVED AT ABOUT 
THE SAME TIME. THE DEPARTMENT WAS PREPARED TO RECONSIDER 
THE POSTPONEMENT IF THERE WERE CLEAR INDICATIONS THAT THE 

SOMALI SUPPORT FOR THE ELEMENTS IN THE OGADEN HAD DE- 
CLINED. UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM SAID HE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 
BE DISCUSSING THIS GENERAL QUESTION WITH THE SAUDI 
ARABIAN GOVERNMENT DURING HIS VISIT THERE ON JULY 18. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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